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Safeguarding Catholic Education 

The Deputy Director of Education for 

our diocese, Amanda Crowley, has 

recently written to us regarding the 

admissions cap which currently 

prevents Catholic schools from 

admitting Catholic children only into 

their schools.  Below is her 

communication which contains a link 

for all stakeholders to make their 

voices heard: 
 

‘Dear Colleague 
 

The Government will be shortly making 
a critical decision on whether to 
overturn the admissions cap which 
prevents Catholic schools from 
allowing all Catholic pupils to attend. 
The Secretary of State has 
acknowledged this policy has been 
ineffective and has adversely 
affected Catholic families.  The next 
few weeks will be critical for 
convincing the government to honour 
the promise made to the Catholic 
community to remove the cap.    
 

Although the CES have been actively 
working to lobby and influence behind 
the scenes, a very public final 
campaign is now needed to ensure our 
voices are heard.  Each Bishop will be 
writing to each parish to encourage 
members of the congregation to 
write, email or call local MPs and the 
office of the Secretary of State.     
 

Please do encourage your school 
communities, governors, staff and 
parents to make their voice heard.  A 

very easy way to do this is through 
the following CES link 
http://www.catholiceducation.org.uk
/guidance-for-
schools/item/1003640-safeguard-
the-future-of-catholic-education 
which can be shared in newsletters, 
on websites and through social 
media. 
 

Very best wishes 
Amanda 
 

Amanda Crowley 
Deputy Director of Education 
Diocese of Westminster Education 
Service’ 
 

Attendance & Punctuality Class of 

the Week 

Congratulations to Reception A for 

the best class attendance this week 

with 95% in EYFS/KS1.   In KS2, 

congratulations to Class 3A whose 

attendance was 99%.  Can we please 

remind parents to inform the school 

on the first day of all absence and 

to give an expected return date.  GP 

and dental appointments should be 

made after school whenever 

possible. 

 

 
Nativity and Carol Service 

Our KS1 Nativity performance will 

take place on Monday 11th December 

at 2.30pm in the KS1 hall. 
 

For KS2, we will be holding a carol 

service on Wednesday 13th 

December at 2.30pm in the KS2 hall. 
 

All parents and families are warmly 

invited to join us on both occasions 

as we celebrate the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ into the world. 

 

 
Christmas Raffle 

Tickets for our Christmas raffle 

are now on sale at the cost of 

£1.00 per strip. 
 

Prizes include: 

 Christmas food hamper 

 Pampering hamper 

 Teddy bear 

 Dolls house 
 

Be sure to come along to our school 

office to purchase your raffle 

tickets.  You’ve got to be in it to 

win it! 
 

 
School Christmas Dinners 

In the last week of term, Mercy 

and her catering team will be 

serving up a variety of seasonal 

delights with their special festive 

menu which is shown below.  Spot 

prizes are also up for grabs during 

the week!  All meals will be at the 

usual price of £2.10 per day (£8.40 

for all four days).  If your child 

normally has a packed lunch but you 

would like them to have a school 

dinner on one or more days please 

give your payment to Rita in the 

school office clearly indicating the 

date(s) you are paying for.   

 

Monday 18th December 

PARTY DAY 

Hot sausage roll, ½ sandwich 

Crudités, coleslaw, potato wedges 

or nachos 

Ice cream pot 
 

Tuesday 19th December 

CURRY DAY 

Chicken korma with rice 

Macaroni cheese 

Broccoli or swede 

Festive iced bun 

 
 

Our SEAL  
word of the week 

commencing 
4th December 

is  
Honest 
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Wednesday 20th December 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 

Roast turkey or Quorn roast with 

stuffing and sausage 

Roast potatoes and gravy 

Peas, carrots and Brussels sprouts 

Chocolate Santa pot, Christmas cookie 

or satsuma 
 

Thursday 21st December 

PIZZA DAY 

Margherita or ham and pineapple pizza 

with sauté potatoes 

Green beans or Chop Chop salad 

Selection of Christmas desserts 
 

Jacket potatoes, freshly baked bread, 

salad and fruit will be available on all 

days except Christmas Dinner day. 
 

 
Activity Camps over Christmas 

Fit for Sport is an Ofsted-registered 

organisation that has been running 

activity camps for over 25 years and 

this Christmas the team  is back at 

the Copper Box Arena in Queen 

Elizabeth Olympic Park.  Days run 

from 8.30am till 5.30pm and are filled 

with activities such as Christmas 

crafts, swim time, outdoor 

adventures, Santa sports and Rudolph 

relays!  What’s more, if you book two 

weeks in advance, you can take 

advantage of ‘Early Pricing’ rates.  For 

more information, dates and prices or 

to book a place, visit 

www.fitforsport.co.uk or call 0845 

456 3233. 

 

 
Scarlet Fever 

Many of you will have already seen the 

letter we sent home to all children 

earlier this week about scarlet 

fever.  Currently we know of five 

children who have contracted this 

illness. 
 

Symptoms: 

Children may complain of a sore 

throat.  They may feel nauseous or 

have an upset tummy.  Their tonsils 

may be deep red in colour and partially 

covered a yellowish film.  

The illness symptoms vary but in some 

cases there may be a high fever, 

difficulty in swallowing and tender 

enlarged lymph nodes.  

A rash develops on the first day of 

fever – it is red, generalised, pinhead 

in size and gives the skin a sandpaper-

like texture.  Sometimes the tongue 

has a strawberry-like appearance.  

The fever lasts 24-48 hours.  

Scarlet fever is now usually a mild 

illness, however it is very important 

that it is treated by a doctor. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 

- Children with suspected scarlet 

fever should see their GP or contact 

NHS 111 as soon as possible for a 

review.  

- Children should take the full 

course of antibiotic treatment if 

prescribed by the doctor. 
 

 

 
Christmas Word Tree 

Continuing the theme of our Wear A 
Word  Day last week, in the puzzle 

below, can you create a new word 

from the word above it by solving 

the clue and adding an extra letter?  

For example, in the picture above, 

the word ‘HONEST’ has been made 

from the word ‘STONE’ by adding 

the letter ‘H’ and rearranging the 

letters.  We’ve given you the first 

two words already to help you out.  

The answers will appear in next 

week’s newsletter.  Good luck! 
 

1. First letter of the alphabet. 

A       
2. School starts _ _ 9.00am. 

A T      
3. Had something to eat. 

       
4. A group of players. 

       
5. Vapour from hot water. 

       
6. A person who rules or is in charge. 

       
7. Small and narrow waterways. 

       
 

 
School dinner money 

Dinner Money for the week is 

currently £10.50 which must be paid 

at the beginning of every week.  If 

payment is not made you will need to 

provide your child with a packed 

lunch.   
 

Thank you to those parents/carers 

that have cleared all outstanding 

fees.  However, we still have some 

debts remaining.  We ask that these 

are settled as soon as possible.  

When you are paying dinner money 

into the office, please put money in 

an envelope with your child’s name 

and class clearly marked. 

 

 
IMPORTANT: Providing the 

school with up-to-date details 

Can parents please ensure that 

contact details are kept up to date.  

It is essential that we have current 

telephone numbers for at least 

three adults who we can contact in 

case of illness, emergency or 

absence. 

If you have changed your contact 

details recently please advise the 

school office immediately. 

 

 
Birthdays at St. Dominic’s  

Happy Birthday to the following 

children who will be celebrating 

their birthdays over the next 

week. 

Gabriella Munday 2A 2nd 

Haile Swain Nursery 2nd 

Yelena Bryan Nursery 3rd 

Maria Mongan 4A 3rd 

Lois Oguntuase 4A 3rd 

Nicolas Merino-Valencia 4A 4th 

Renae Wills 5B 5th 

Kelly Martins 3B 6th 

Cindy Kwojo-Ampah 5A 7th 

 

 
First Sunday of Advent 

If Lent is the season of 

repentance, Advent is the season 

of promise.  We hear over and over 

again God’s promise of salvation for 

his people.  The first Sunday of 

Advent traditionally focuses on our 

need to be vigilant and avoid being 

taken by surprise when Christ 

returns at the end of our earthly 

lives.  Only God knows whenever 

that might be, and the emphasis on 

Sunday is on being ready! 
 

Prayer 

Loving Father, 

as Christmas draws closer, may we 

prepare a warm welcome for you 

today and every day. Grant this 

through Christ your Son. 

Amen. 
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